College Essay/Personal Statement Genre Analysis
	
	
Dominant: 
Impression: (Check one and describe the overall tone in one word _what does the piece feel like). 


                      
	What works? 
(Be Specific, consider content, form structure, Imagery, Word Choice, Style, Voice, etc.) 
	What doesn’t work? (Be specific, consider content, form structure, Imagery, word choice, style, voice, etc.) 
	What’s the SUBJECT?
What’s the TOPIC?
TOPIC: What the essay is talking about in general (Family sports, cooking, etc.)
SUBJECT: what the essay
 is really about, (How I can 
overcome an obstacle, what
[bookmark: _GoBack] makes me unique, etc.)

	
	Liked It
	Meh
	
	
	

	Essay
#1
	I liked it
	
	The essay is well structured with an introduction, and body paragraphs. The introduction has a thesis statement which is featured in the whole essay. “Seventeen years, two eyes, one heart, one brain” is the thesis statement, every part of the statement is well elaborated in a separate paragraph and this makes it a good example of a college essay. 
The essay has a colloquial tone that makes it readable and appealing. There is a good use of imagery e.g. “I’ll never pocket the pain’. 
	The attitude of the author seems to be less professional, there is the use of sarcasm, humor, and emotional comments. The word “defenseless flesh” has some sense of humor. It’s obvious that the human flesh is defenseless in such cases. 
 
	The essay is generally talking about the dangers of walking along busy roads. The essay is about walking on a road. The author is almost hit by the black Honda as it swaps the corner. 


	
Essay #2





	
	meh
	The essay is well organized, introduction with a thesis statement. The thesis statement gives an overview of all that the essay is about. 













	The author shows emotions by hating the little fellow. “I did not let myself fall in love with this silly child”. Referring to the little child as silly gives a bad impression of the author, the reader may get bored with the author's attitudes and choose not to read the rest of the essay. The author clearly states that he/she is not charismatic. 
The author's diction somehow brings about a disappointed tone, for example, “why had this great annoyance inserted into my life”


	Generally, the essay is talking about siblings’ love. 
The essay mainly focuses on what changed the author’s negative attitude toward babies and newborns. 

	Essay #3
	
	Meh
	Well-organized content and structure. The essay has an introduction paragraph and several content paragraphs. 
There is a good flow of ideas, the author shows how he/she has been hardworking from childhood up to the present age and shows some signs of a promising future. 
	The introduction part has a weak thesis statement. The statement is now well depicted in the entire essay. 
The essay has well utilized the use of literal devices, like imagery, different styles, etc. 
	Generally, the essay talks about Family.

Mainly the essay is about the struggles one may go through to make both ends meet. 

	Essay #4





	I liked it
	
	There is a choice of words, use of imagery for example “Flipside of a coin, Jigsaw pieces” are all used symbolically. 
There is a good flow of ideas from the introduction. Every paragraph discusses a new Idea. 
The essay brings a hint of what the author thinks about or wishes to do. 
The voice and tone are well utilized.
	There is no clear thesis statement. 
The conclusion of the essay and the introduction are not well related. 

	The essay is generally about education.

Mainly the essay focuses on someone finding a better way to quench his/her thirst for education. 

	Essay #5








	
	Meh
	Proper choice of words “Hit of Gold” to mean rust. 
Active voice and first person perceptive are well used. The author gives experiences using first person voice. 
	The essay does not follow the right structure, the content is not well organized. There is no flow of ideas. The use of imagery is poor and other stylistic devices are minimal. 
The is no thesis statement, the introduction paragraph is also part of the body. 
	The essay is about personal life.
The essay is mainly about an old car

	Essay #6
	








	Meh
	Use of simile “as Blank as a new notebook”
Well-organized paragraphs.
There is a flow of ideas. 
	It’s more of narration. No thesis statements. Literal devices are not well utilized. The essay is revolving around a certain dish but there is no author’s effort in either preparing or taking part in the preparation of the meal. 
	The essay is on foods
And specifically on the preparation of a certain Korean dish. 

	Essay #7
	I liked it
	
	A well-written essay with an introduction and body paragraphs. The introduction paragraph has a thesis statement that gives a hint on what the entire essay will discuss. 
The author vividly describes their experience in the game despite the young age. The author’s determination in the game is well portrayed by the use of several literal devices. 
There is an optimistic tone all through even at the point when the author seems to have lost in the game. 
	At some point, the author shows their anger. A good college essay should not show emotions. 
There is no use of figurative language among other literal devices. 
	The essay is about games.
The author gives his/her experience in baseball. 

	Essay #8








	I liked it
	
	Despite not having a strong thesis, the essay is well organized. A good flow of ideas.
The essay vividly how the author got out of the fixed situation. 
The voice is encouraging because the author tries to show how her thinking changed and her description shows something that may happen to any other human.  
	The thesis is not well portrayed in the essay paragraphs.
	The topic is Education and the subject is how I changed my thinking

	Essay #9









	I liked it
	
	It is a well-written essay and follows the given dimension/title. A good essay structure with an introduction and several paragraphs. A strong thesis stamen that highlights what the essay is all about. The tone shows determination whereby we see how the author is determined in different activities. 
	Literal devices are not well utilized in the essay. 
	The Topic is Food.
The subject can be kitchen experience.

	Essay #10









	
	Meh 
	There use of Hyperbole “ear-splitting sound”. 
The paragraphs are well organized. 
There is the use of vivid explanation. The author gives a vivid description of how events followed from the time the alarm rang. 
The essay comprises several paragraphs with an introduction as the genre of college essays requires. 
	There is no clear thesis statement. The introduction of the essay is not well featured in the entire essay. 
	Topic is determination  
Subject 
Physical exercise 



Debrief
What do most or all essays seem to do well?
Most of all the essays are well written in first person voice, meaningful, and the right procedure is followed. 
What topics did you notice is in more than one piece?
Education
Which peace was most successful and what made it stand out to you? 
Essay #1 
The flow of ideas is excellent. The introduction has a strong thesis statement which is well elaborated in all the paragraphs. 
